Running head: Chapter 3 & 4 Summary		1
Chapter 3 & 4 Summary		6









Chapter 3 & 4 Summary
Daniel Martinez
Trinity Western University



I chose chapters three and four from the Kreeft book; starting the summary from chapter three which was “On Technology and the Inchworms”. Summum bonum, Latin for “the highest good” would be the best way to summarize this chapter. The chapter is a discussion between Socrates, Peter Pragma, and Marigold Measurer which starts off by Peter saying that he’s going to be a technician. Socrates per usual says he won’t be answering Peter’s questions, instead he’ll continue to ask them because he doesn’t know how to answer except in questions. After they find someone who works in this field named Marigold Measurer who engages in a conversation with Socrates about technology and philosophy and which of the two disciplines is more important. One of the key lines in the dialogue is when Socrates is talking about how the highest good with Marigold and says “Perhaps because it’s too obvious for inchworm eyes to notice.” (Kreeft, p.27) He then concluded that while science and technology aim to conform objective reality to the desires of the human soul, philosophy aims to conform the human soul to objective reality. Another interesting part in this chapter is the following dialogue: 
Socrates: Tell me, would you say a person is superior to a stone?
Marigold: In some ways, of course.
Socrates: In what ways?
Marigold: All the things a person can do that a stone can’t.
Socrates: Including freedom of choice?
Marigold: Yes.
Socrates: So freedom is superior to non-freedom?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marigold: Yes. (Kreeft, p.28)
Socrates: Then philosophy’s method is superior to technologies. For the method of philosophy is the free appeal to a free mind, while the method of technology is to coerce an unfree nature.
After reading and thinking about this chapter I would have to agree with the main author’s contentions; we as humans should be conforming ourselves to objective reality. The other way around you can take it to an extreme level where you can let’s say edit human embryos to be genetically enhanced rather than letting God create each and every infant as they are. While this gets into a whole mess of ethical questions – and while I’m not saying that advancement in human technology isn’t beneficial – the main point is that taken to the extreme, we can forget that there is more to life than simply taming nature. I don’t think that I could have written this any different in my opinion it was well written. I think that the argument presented by Socrates errs more on the arrogance then practically feasible. Yes while Marigold Measure – as implied in the name – is a scientist who primarily studies the observable, we can’t just discount that as being the lesser of the two studies. 
Chapter 4: On Artificial Intelligence and College Presidents is an interesting chapter because it brings up the topic of what’s the difference between artificial intelligence and us? Mainly, how is the way that a computer works any different than us? Aren’t we just like computers then? What Peter’s professor is doing is overcomplicating what should be a simple issue. Socrates argues that this is wrong and that the answer is as simple as that. When Socrates is asked why we aren’t just computers he replies by saying “Because for such a chain of programming, we need a first, un-programmed programmer, or a programmer that can question its programming and initiate new programs. Someone must push the first domino” (Kreeft, p.31). This is one of the arguments used to justify the existence of God often called the “First Cause” argument. 
There are five main points that are given as to why we aren’t computers and how artificial intelligence is different from our intelligence and it’s best summarized in this excerpt from the book: 
Socrates: And there we have a fifth answer. You see, you understand. Computers
merely receive, store, and supply information, like libraries. Would you say the
Library of Congress understands anything?
Peter: The people in it do, and the people who wrote the books in it do.
Socrates: And that is your simplest and ultimate distinction between human and
computer intelligence. It is the programmers and users of computers that understand,
but not the computers. (Kreeft, p.33)
After reading this chapter I would agree with the conclusion that yes we are different than computers; this seems like such a simple truth and yet profoundly complex to some. I’m reminded of the passage found in 1 Corinthians 1:25 "For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” I think of our culture and time that we are in where a simple truth that there are only two genders is widely debated and argued now, this is what the wisdom of men gives us. In his book Vintage Muggeridge: Religion and Society Malcom Muggeridge says:
“So the final conclusion would surely be that whereas other civilizations have been brought down by attacks of barbarians from without, ours had the unique distinction of training its own destroyers at its own educational institutions, and then providing them with facilities for propagating their destructive ideology far and wide, all at the public expense. Thus did Western Man decide to abolish himself, creating his own boredom out of his own affluence, his own vulnerability out of his own strength, his own impotence out of his own erotomania, himself blowing the trumpet that brought the walls of his own city tumbling down, and having convinced himself that he was too numerous, labored with pill and scalpel and syringe to make himself fewer. Until at last, having educated himself into imbecility, and polluted and drugged himself into stupefaction, he keeled over--a weary, battered old brontosaurus--and became extinct.”
I myself don’t think that I would change anything in this chapter or write it any other way; for one I’m not nearly as articulate to be able to formulate my thoughts in such a way that I can comprehensively explain such a simple truth and I think that Kreeft hit it right on the money. Overall this was a really good book and I find myself re-reading sections of this book over the last week just because I have very much enjoyed it. 
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