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Abstract
During my six weeks there are many things that I have learned that have greatly impacted the way that I continue my education, however the most impactful for me would be the idea of what is my core vs what is my chore. This is my great aha moment and when I realized that many of the things that I’ve been doing in life including ministry have been working from a chore place rather than a core place. In this paper I explain some example in my life and reference some of the resources that we’ve been given including Mark Warren’s lectures, online resources, and the guide to adult learning book. References can be found at the end of this paper. 
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The Great Aha!
“Learning changes your thinking, Practice changes your life” (Warren, 2019). June 24, 2017 I get a call from our pastor while I’m in Mexico letting me know that one of our pastors has come out and told us about his problems with alcohol. For me what that meant is that I would need to step in for a short period and take on the role of worship leader at my church; and for three the next months I would step into this role and fill it for the time being. Then on July 29th, 2018 a little over a year later I would find out that my friend would be stepping down from his role because of some issues he’s been dealing with because of the alcoholism and a deteriorating marriage, leaving a gap that needed to be filled. Naturally I volunteered to fill in thinking that because I loved music and had the ability to that it was the perfect fit for me. 63 Sundays later I am left feeling warn, tired, and confused as to why this thing that I enjoyed so much was and is such a burden to me.
For this paper we are tasked to give our great AHA moment…for me it was something that may seem simple to you, but was so profound to me. A few weeks ago Mark Warren came to class and that’s when I had my great AHA moment; core vs chore. Core vs chore is what has freed me from all the guilt that I’ve been feeling for not wanting to lead worship anymore. As of now I have finished helping with the worship team for a season and am very relieved of it but why is that? Why is it that something that I was/am good at became something that would leave me so drained? The answer is simple. I began working from my chore rather than my core; this had evolved into a job for me rather than a fun ministry thing. 
In an article published by Forbes magazine called "10 Shocking workplace stats you need to know", the Conference Board reports that 53 percent of Americans are currently unhappy at work. Consider that for a second. Half of the workforce is unhappy. (Nordstorm, 2018) I myself was part of this statistic and why was that? People are generally unhappy with their work for many reasons, but I would say that many of those people who are unhappy with their jobs is simply because they are doing something that they don’t enjoy; maybe they are good at – it like I was with music –  but rather than energizing them it’s actually draining them.
The word weakness can be defined in many ways, however for this particular topic I think that it would best be defined as what leaves you weaker after doing in no matter how good you are at it, a strength however will do the opposite. For me leading worship is a weakness now let me explain that for a second. I am not saying that it’s not a great privilege and honor to lead the people in corporate worship through song, but as I stated earlier it had become something that was more of a job to me where my focus was solely on getting through another week. I realized I might be able and willing to lead worship, but if it’s leaving me drained then I’m working from a chore not a core.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2007 Steve Jobs appeared at the D5 conference and talked about many things, one of which was having a passion for work. He talks about the success of Apple and when talking about things that we do he says “If you don’t love it you’re going to fail” (Jobs, 2007). If you don’t love what you’re doing, you’re going to fail; that is a sobering thought. He goes on to say that why would any sane person stay in a job no matter how good the pay if they don’t love it. So when we look at core vs chore, this really plays a huge role in many areas not just our work but in what we choose to do for education or if we choose not to go into education. How we spend our free time, how we spend our time at work, how we set goals! Core and chore are so integrated into this that we absolutely MUST take the time to reflect on these terms. 
Let’s go ahead and define the terms. Core can be defined as what comes naturally; take the example that Mark Warren gave us about writing with your right (dominant) hand. Chore on the other hand is something that you can do, but it takes more practice like writing with my left hand. No matter how much I work at it and push myself to write really well with my left hand, at the end of the day it will always be a challenge for me. You can work on this, but you won’t’ have as much passion as you will to your core. Core is when you’re doing what you’re wired to do and something that you energy from after doing it! God is the one who wired you and created you to love this. However I’m not saying that we must completely ignore chore either. Often times necessary to do things that are chore items in order to be productive and get things done…like studying and writing a paper. 
We have been taught that we should work at our chore harder than what we work on our core. Work harder at our “weaknesses” and neglect our strengths! We can work harder at being more proficient at writing with our left hand, but at the end of the day that will not be our strength! What comes naturally is what we should work at and it is our job to find a healthy balance between these two. This was my great aha moment! In my presentation I started stressing out over it and ended up doing what I love to do best and that is to inject humor into a serious situation (sometimes to my detriment). I had so much fun putting the memes and gif’s that relate to having an Aha moment…but that’s just it. I was working in my core area as well as my chore. 
I have been working so hard on my weaknesses and place such great emphasis on it, I neglected working on my strength. Putting 25/75 towards core and chore is unhealthy. What it should look like is a 60/40. In our book “New Beginnings” I love the part about goals where it says:
Just as students differ in their goals, they differ in the time it will take to achieve their goals. Some student can attend school full-time; others can take no more than one course each semester. While some students may complete an undergraduate degree program in a few years, others envision themselves as students for a decade or more. Having a clear sense of your own goals is the first step towards realizing them (Simon, 2014, p.13)
To reach those goals we must understand this concept, that some of the things we do will be chore, but we have to do them. Some may be core and we will thrive in them. Once we really understand this truth it has the power and potential to change lives.
	It defiantly has turned mine upside down as I relook at ministry and how I approach different situations playing to my strengths and excelling in them and working on my weaknesses and getting an acceptable level of performance. I’ve realized that in areas of weakness and things that I see as a chore to me I should strive for a C in those chore areas…maybe not perfect, but good enough to keep things going. This is something that I struggle with in academia (obviously with this late paper) but I am determined to be disciplined in the way that I do school; a friend told me that failure is the best teacher and how true that is. 
	I had mentioned earlier that this isn’t just in the workplace but that this can also apply to marriage as well. My wife is a clean freak and we’re total opposites. I’m an INFP and she’s an ESTJ but somehow by God’s grace He brought us together and it works. If cleaning were a class…she would get an A+ all day every day. Me on the other hand, I struggle to even comprehend the material given to me. Together we’ve been working though some of this stuff and trying to get to a point where we are in agreement that I might not do it A+ wise, but working towards a C isn’t so bad either. It’s a beautiful balance and dance that we do, and it’s all about dying to ourselves and putting our significant others before ourselves just as Jesus modeled for us.
	So this forces us to ask “In my life what is driving me? Is it my core motivators or my chore motivators?” The two quotes I used really hit on this “Learning changes your thinking, Practice changes your life.” Mark Warren and “If you don’t love it you’re going to fail.” – Steve Jobs. These are simple principles that I’ve learned now it’s time to do them! Otherwise what’s the point of even going to school anymore? James 1:22-25 says "But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does."
	The same principle applies to me here in school. I don’t just want to hear these things, I want to do them! In my life, in my marriage, in my job. Core, Chore…my AHA moment that changed my life and can change yours.
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